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CONEIDENTIAL PARAMARIBO 177 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, NS 
SUBJECT: STRIKE SITUATION 

REE: PARAMARIBO 167 

SUMMARY: UNIONS DECLARE STRIKE SUSPENDED BUT ORDER SLOWDOWN. 
GOVERNMENT INTRODUCES 20 MILLION GUILDER SOCIAL WAGE PACKAGE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE CONEEDERATION OF CIVIL SERVANTS ( CLO) OFFICIALLY 
SUSPENDED THE STRIKE YESTERDAY, APRIL 16, CALLING ON ITS MEM- 
BERS TO REPORT EOR WORK BUT TO GO SLOW. LAST MINUTE MEDIATION 
ATTEMPTS BY VHP STROCGMAN J. LACHMAN WERE UNSUCCESSFUL. ALT. 
ELEMENTARY AND JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS, RELIGIOUS AND GOVERNMENT, 

ARE FULLY STAFFED AND ATTENDED TODAY, THOUGH LITTLE TEACHING 
IS EXPECTED TO TAKE PLACE UNTIL AFTER TWO WEEK EASTER VACATION, 
BEGINNING APRIL 19. SECONDARY AND TEACHERS' SCHOOLS BEGAN 
EASTER VACATION YESTERDAY. CUSTOMS WORKERS ENGAGED IN 
FAMILIAR SLOWDOWN MOVE OF UNCECTAIN DURATION. 

2. GOS ANNOUNCED EXTENSIVE SOCIAL/ WAGE PACKAGE WITHOUT REFERENCE 
TO UNION DEMANDS. GOVERNMENT SALARIES ARE INCREASED PROGRESS- 
IVELY, RANGING FROM 20 PERCENT FOR LOWEST PAID TO 1.5 PERCENT 
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FOR HIGHEST PAID WORKERS. GOVERNMENT CHILDREN' S ALLOWANCES, 
PREVIOUSLY ONLY EOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEEE, ARE NOW EXTENDED 
TO THE WHOLE POPULATION. A MONTHLY PENSION, ALSO NEW FOR THE 
ENTIRE POPULATION, IS TO BE PAID TO THOSE SEVENTY YEARS AND 
OLDER. TWENTY MILLION GUILDER COST OE NEW PACKAGE WILL BE 
ADDED TO ALREADY EXISTING 34 MILLION GUILDER DEFICIT IN 
175 MILLION GUILDER BUDGET. 

COMMENT: UNIONS FAILED TO CAUSE IMMEDIATE RESIGNATION OE THE 
GOVERNMENT WITH THE 76 DAY STRIKE, BUT WERE SUCCESSEUL IN 
DEMONSTRATING THAT AN ANTI- GOVERNMENT COALITION OF THE UN- 
EMPLOYED, THE POORLY- PAID, AND THE TEACHERS CAN BE MAINTAINED. 

THOUGH IT IS DOUBTEUL THAT THIS UNSTABLE COALITION CAN BE 
STRENGTHENED FROM THE NP RANKS SUFEICIENTLY TO GAIN A PLURALITY 
IN THE EALL ELECTIONS, IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT THE TOVERNINO 



VHP- PNP COALITIGN REACTED WITH SUCH A LARGE AND EXPENSIVE 
SOCIAL WAGE PACKAGE. MUELLER 
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